Financial Preparedness for Emergencies

Are you ready for an emergency?  In the wake of disasters like Hurricane Katrina and wildfires, and the events of September 11, 2001, we all know the importance of being prepared for an emergency.  You’ve probably thought about what you might take with you if you had to evacuate, or how you would get in touch with family members.  But have your thought about your Financial Preparedness for Emergencies? How would you get cash if you couldn’t get to the credit union?  If you had to be away from your home for several days – or even weeks – how would you pay your bills or buy needed items?  What if a pandemic-related quarantine closed the credit union for a period of time?  You may not have thought about these situations, but the staff at Unified People's Federal Credit Union has, and we have some suggestions to help you prepare financially for a disaster.

Things to do Now

Direct Deposit.  Instead of receiving a physical paycheck that you have to bring to the credit union to deposit, ask your employer if they can deposit your check directly into your UPFCU account each payday.

Telephone Teller.  Unified People's Federal Credit Union has an automated Telephone Teller that is available 24/7 to help you check balances, make loan payments or transfer funds between your accounts.  Call Telephone Teller at 307-632-8340 today to become familiar with this easy-to-use system before you need it in an emergency.

Internet Banking.  You can also make many UPFCU account transactions via the Internet.  Now is the time to become familiar with the system by visiting our website at: www.unifiedpeoplesfcu.org.
Automatic Bill Payments.  Arrange for your regular bills to be paid automatically.  For your UPFCU loans and VISA credit card, all this takes is a phone call to us.  Check with other vendors to see if regularly scheduled payments for things like utility bills and insurance premiums can be paid automatically.

Internet (On-Line) Bill Payments.  Many vendors, including UPFCU, allow you to pay your bills on-line from their website.  Take time now to go online to UPFCU’s and other vendor’s websites to set this up for future payments.

Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK).  Designed to assist you and your family maintain financial stability in an emergency, an EFFAK helps you organize critical financial records and provides a quick reference file for your important financial documents.  To download a free EFFAK, go to www.citizencorps.gov.
Things to do in case of a Disaster
(Items to have on hand if you have to be away from your home for a period of time.)
Checks/Deposit Slips.  Take enough to last you a month.  

ATM, Debit and Credit Cards.  These give options for paying bills, paying for needed items and getting cash.  In a disaster, merchants, financial institutions and ATMs may not be working as usual – give yourself as many financial options as possible.

Identification.  Drivers license or state-issued ID card, insurance cards (medical, property and auto), automobile registration, children’s immunization records, Social Security cards, passports and copies of birth certificates are examples of items you should consider taking with you.

Cash.  Consider your ability in an emergency to use your ATM, debit and credit cards to get cash and make purchases, then decide how much cash you should keep on hand.  Remember that cash in your house or wallet can be lost or stolen. 

Other Ways to Prepare for an Emergency

Emergency Phone Numbers.  Make a list of emergency phone numbers (911, neighbors, utility emergency numbers, physician and local hospital or clinic) and post it by each phone in your home.  
Utility Shut-Offs.  Know where the emergency shut-offs are for your home (gas, electric and water) and how to operate them.  If tools are required, keep them by the shut-off device.

Have a Relocation Plan.  For sudden emergencies, like a house fire, select a location near your home.  In case of an area emergency, designate a site outside of your neighborhood for your family to reconnect.

Prepare a 3-Day Emergency Kit.  Include medications, blankets, flashlights and batteries, your EFFAK (see above) and food and water for your family and pets.

First Aid Training.  Take a First Aid course offered through your local American Red Cross chapter (www.redcross.org) or local hospital.
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